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(Acts 28:1 NASB)  And when they had been brought safely through, then we found out that the 

island was called Malta. 

 

Acts 28:1:  Vs. 28:1  Malta is 60 mi (97 km) S of Sicily.  

 

 

(Acts 28:2 NASB)  And the natives showed us extraordinary kindness; for because of the rain 

that had set in and because of the cold, they kindled a fire and received us all. 

(Acts 28:3 NASB)  But when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire, a 

viper came out because of the heat, and fastened on his hand. 

 

Acts 28:3:  Vs. 28:3-6  The locals must have recognized the snake as poisonous. Not only did 

Paul survive, but his hand did not even swell.  

 

 

(Acts 28:4 NASB)  And when the natives saw the creature hanging from his hand, they began 

saying to one another, "Undoubtedly this man is a murderer, and though he has been saved from 

the sea, justice has not allowed him to live." 

 

What do you think of the native’s perspective of trouble in people’s 

lives?  How common is this thinking in Christian circles? 

What is the usual reason for trouble in our own lives? 

 

This “god” from their perspective just saved 237 lives without losing 

one from a huge storm and violent shipwreck. 

What is the character of their gods? 

Uninvolved, uninterested in our wellbeing, (Will seems to be 

centered around punishing if they are crossed but only blessed when 

something is done for their own self interest. 
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 Punishing 

 Fickle 

 

(Psa 119:30 NASB)  I have chosen the faithful way; I have placed Thine ordinances before 

me. 

(Psa 119:31 NASB)  I cleave to Thy testimonies; O LORD, do not put me to shame! 

 

(Acts 28:5 NASB)  However he shook the creature off into the fire and suffered no harm. 

(Acts 28:6 NASB)  But they were expecting that he was about to swell up or suddenly fall down 

dead. But after they had waited a long time and had seen nothing unusual happen to him, they 

changed their minds and began to say that he was a god. 

 

Outside of a scientific algorythm.  Even miracles, like curing of cancer, are interpreted as 

chemical releases from positive attitudes.... Prayer is often explained the same way, never 

the hand of a gracious God. 

 

(Acts 28:7 NASB)  Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the leading 

man of the island, named Publius, who welcomed us and entertained us courteously three days. 

(Acts 28:8 NASB)  And it came about that the father of Publius was lying in bed afflicted with 

recurrent fever and dysentery; and Paul went in to see him and after he had prayed, he laid his 

hands on him and healed him. 

(Acts 28:9 NASB)  And after this had happened, the rest of the people on the island who had 

diseases were coming to him and getting cured. 

(Acts 28:10 NASB)  And they also honored us with many marks of respect; and when we were 

setting sail, they supplied us with all we needed. 

Saint Publius (in Maltese, San Publju) is venerated as the first Bishop of Malta. Publius' 

conversion led to Malta being the first Christian nation in the West, and one of the first in the 

world. 

 

Is this characteristic of God or what?   

A seemingly terrible disaster, turning into blessing upon blessing 

 

(Acts 28:11 NASB)  And at the end of three months we set sail on an Alexandrian ship which 

had wintered at the island, and which had the Twin Brothers for its figurehead. 

(Acts 28:12 NASB)  And after we put in at Syracuse, we stayed there for three days. 
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(Acts 28:13 NASB)  And from there we sailed around and arrived at Rhegium, and a day later a 

south wind sprang up, and on the second day we came to Puteoli. 

 

Acts 28:13:  Vs. 28:13  Rhegium. A town on the "toe" of Italy, modern Reggio di 

qaCalabria. Puteoli. A port on the bay of Naples. Ostia, Rome's harbor, wasn't a deep 

enough harbor at this time to receive Alexandrian grain ships.  

 

(Acts 28:14 NASB)  There we found some brethren, and were invited to stay with them for seven 

days; and thus we came to Rome. 

(Acts 28:15 NASB)  And the brethren, when they heard about us, came from there as far as the 

Market of Appius and Three Inns to meet us; and when Paul saw them, he thanked God and took 

courage. 

Was Paul dis-couraged?  Why would seeing these people encourage 

him?  How do we, as believers, encourage one another? 

 

Acts 28:15:  Vs. 28:15  brethren. Christianity spread to Italy by those who believed on the Day of 

Pentecost (2:10). Too, Paul's letter to the Romans was sent several years before his arrival there.  

 

(Acts 28:16 NASB)  And when we entered Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by himself, with the 

soldier who was guarding him. 

(Acts 28:17 NASB)  And it happened that after three days he called together those who were the 

leading men of the Jews, and when they had come together, he began saying to them, "Brethren, 

though I had done nothing against our people, or the customs of our fathers, yet I was delivered 

prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. 

Why did Paul want to say all this to the Jews in Rome?   

Why were these Jews willing to come and see him? 

 

 

(Acts 28:18 NASB)  "And when they had examined me, they were willing to release me because 

there was no ground for putting me to death. 

(Acts 28:19 NASB)  "But when the Jews objected, I was forced to appeal to Caesar; not that I 

had any accusation against my nation. 

(Acts 28:20 NASB)  "For this reason therefore, I requested to see you and to speak with you, for 

I am wearing this chain for the sake of the hope of Israel." 

 

Who is the hope of Israel?   
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I thought Paul was the apostle to the Gentiles.  Why is he talking 

like this? 

 

(Acts 28:21 NASB)  And they said to him, "We have neither received letters from Judea 

concerning you, nor have any of the brethren come here and reported or spoken anything bad 

about you. 

(Acts 28:22 NASB)  "But we desire to hear from you what your views are; for concerning this 

sect, it is known to us that it is spoken against everywhere." 

 

(Acts 28:23 NASB)  And when they had set a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in 

large numbers; and he was explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the kingdom of God, 

and trying to persuade them concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and from the 

Prophets, from morning until evening. 

(Acts 28:24 NASB)  And some were being persuaded by the things spoken, but others would not 

believe. 

(Acts 28:25 NASB)  And when they did not agree with one another, they began leaving after 

Paul had spoken one parting word, "The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet to 

your fathers, 

 

Acts 28:25:  Vs. 28:25-27  Paul's citation of this passage (Isa. 6:9-10) has been regarded as a 

parting shot at their obtuseness. He followed it with a declaration that henceforth salvation will 

be preached to the Gentiles, the Jews having refused it.  

 

(Acts 28:26 NASB)  saying, 'GO TO THIS PEOPLE AND SAY, "YOU WILL KEEP ON 

HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND; AND YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT 

WILL NOT PERCEIVE; 

(Acts 28:27 NASB)  FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, AND 

WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES; 

LEST THEY SHOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES, AND HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND 

UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, AND I SHOULD HEAL THEM."' 

 

(Acts 28:28 NASB)  "Let it be known to you therefore, that this salvation of God has been sent 

to the Gentiles; they will also listen." 

(Acts 28:29 NASB)  <And when he had spoken these words, the Jews departed, having a great 

dispute among themselves.> 

Acts 28:29:  Vs. 28:29  Many mss. do not contain this verse.  
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(Acts 28:30 NASB)  And he stayed two full years in his own rented quarters, and was welcoming 

all who came to him, 

 

Acts 28:30:  PAUL'S LIFE (see chart). 

 

Vs. 28:30  two full years in his own rented quarters. During this time of confinement Paul wrote 

Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. See the Introduction to Ephesians (Eph 1:1 

book note). Knowing that they could not get a verdict of guilty, his accusers probably never 

showed up and therefore lost the case by default. Paul would then have been released and 

become free to engage in the ministry reflected in the pastoral epistles before being rearrested 

and finally martyred. See the Introduction to Titus (Titus 1:1 book note). welcoming all. One of 

those who met Paul was Onesimus, who became a Christian (see Introduction to Philemon under 

"Background," Philemon 1:1 book note).  

(Acts 28:31 NASB)  preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus 

Christ with all openness, unhindered. 

The Acts of the Apostles is an original source that largely chronicles Paul's life up to this point. It is 
thought by some scholars that the book may even have been a legal brief based on the 
recollections of Paul and the diary of Luke to help serve in his defense in his trial before 
the Emperor. Interestingly, neither the book of Acts nor Paul's surviving letters depicts 
the results of Paul's trial.  

It is known that he spent at least two years under house arrest waiting his audience with 
Nero.  
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